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This study examines burial locations in the major cities of
Islamic Iran from the early Islamic period up to the Mongol
invasion. It centers on the question of what factors influenced
the public’s choices in selecting burial sites. The research aims
to analyze the practices and determining elements behind these
decisions, emphasizing the roles of religious, traditional, and
social considerations, as well as the individual’s status. Drawing
on local historical chronicles (tawarikh-i mahalli) and
biographical works (kutub-i rijal) as primary sources, the study
employs a qualitative, analytical-descriptive methodology to
investigate patterns of interment in Iranian society during this
period. The findings indicate that while the general population
was typically buried in public cemeteries, elite figures-including
political authorities and scholars-were often interred in distinct
settings such as private residences, madrasas, mosques,
khangqahs, gardens, palaces, and government buildings (dar al-
imarah). The analysis underscores how a variety of influences-
ranging from religious beliefs and political conditions to social
hierarchy and class identity-shaped burial practices. These
insights contribute to a deeper understanding of the cultural and
societal frameworks prevailing in Iran throughout the Islamic
era prior to the Mongol incursion.
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