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Article type: The present study aims to analyze the critiques made by Pahlavi-era
Research Article clerics of the Safavid government's religious approaches. As the first
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comprehensive Shia state in Iran, the Safavids had a profound impact
on shaping the religious and cultural identity of Iranians, and a critical
reassessment of their religious policies can contribute to a better
understanding of the evolution of religious thought in Iran. By
examining the works and perspectives of clerics such as Ebrahim
Zanjani, Shariat Sangalaji, Khomeini, Taleqani, Motahhari, Beheshti,
Abolfazl Borge'i, and Salehi Najafabadi, who belong to different
intellectual currents, this research has identified three main axes of
critique concerning the Safavids'religious approaches. First, religious
despotism and the instrumental use of religion to consolidate political
power were primarily raised by revolutionary clerics who emphasized
the contradiction between religious despotism and authentic Islamic
teachings. Second, the departure from rationality and the prevalence
of innovation and superstition, which was the most frequently repeated
axis of critique and was raised by a diverse spectrum of clerics with
Salafi, philosophical, and reformist tendencies. Third, sectarian division
and the weakening of Islamic unity, which was influenced by the
discourse of Islamic awakening and the unity of the Islamic world
against Western colonialism. The research findings indicate that
contemporary clerics' critiques of the Safavids' religious approaches
were influenced by their intellectual origins, epistemological concerns,
and political orientations, reflecting the transformations of religious
thought in contemporary Iran.
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