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Doctrines are fundamental elements in the formation of governments
and social systems that regulate power relations, legitimize rulers, and
guide domestic and foreign policies. Every government system is
founded on an ideological framework that shapes its values, laws, and
structures. These doctrines can influence areas such as economics,
culture, religion, and even art and architecture. In Safavid Iran, these
doctrines not only transformed the political and social structure but
also influenced artistic and architectural styles. The Safavids, relying
on religious legitimacy and the concentration of power, sought to
express part of their political and cultural identity through urban
architecture and magnificent buildings. One of the most prominent
manifestations of this influence can be seen in the Sheikh Lotfollah
Mosque in Isfahan. Our main issue in this research is how the
reflection of Shiite teachings in the architecture of the Safavid era,
with emphasis on the Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque, was manifested. This
research, employing the historical method and a descriptive-analytical
approach, draws on sources and field observation of works of art to
answer the above question. It seems that the Safavid rulers used the
application of teachings in the field of art and architecture as an
effective tool for legitimizing and promoting the Shia religion, and the
Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque had become a symbol of Shiite political
architecture.
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