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The Mevleviyya was one of the most influential Sufi orders of the
Ottoman era. Through the institution of the Mevlevihane (Mawlawi
Lodge), it succeeded in preserving, disseminating, and reinterpreting the
cultural legacy of Jalal al-Din Balkhi/ Rumi (d. 672/ 1273) throughout
the Ottoman realm. The Mevlevihanes were not merely lodges for
spiritual discipline and the training of disciples; rather, they functioned
as cultural institutions that played a fundamental role in the transmission,
continuity, and institutionalization of Iranian cultural heritage. The
central question of this study is how the Mevlevihanes became arenas
for the reproduction and expansion of Iranian cultural elements within
the Ottoman domains, while simultaneously contributing to the
formation of the empire’s cultural identity. The findings of this research
demonstrate that within the Mevlevihanes of the Ottoman realm,
various elements of Iranian culture, such as Nowruz and Ashura, were
manifested through distinctive rituals and practices. Moreover, the
Persian language, through the tradition of Masnavi recitation and
commentaries on Rumi’s works, attained a privileged status. Mastery of
Persian thus became essential for a deeper understanding of Rumi’s
thought and the broader literary heritage of Iran within the Mevlevihanes.
From this perspective, the Mevlevihanes were not only spiritual centers
but also significant cultural hubs that fostered a vital connection between
Iranian traditions and the Ottoman spiritual and cultural milieu.
Examining the role of these institutions opens new horizons for the
study of historical interactions between Iranian and Ottoman cultures
and underscores the importance of paying closer attention to the history
of Sufism and its cultural institutions.
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