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The phenomenon of narrative warfare is one of the central components in the
formation, consolidation, or weakening of discourses in religious and historical
societies, especially in the context of political and ideological conflicts. In
modern communications literature, this phenomenon is considered one of the
main branches of soft warfare and a manifestation of cognitive warfare, which
uses media, narrative, and persuasionto reconstruct reality in the minds of the
audience. This research, focusing on the relationship between the war of
narratives and the two fundamental concepts of morality and expediency,
conductsacomparative study of the two intellectual-political movements of the
impeccable Imams (AS)and the intellectual-politicalmovements dependenton
the ruling power in the early Islamic centuries. The main question is to what
extent the two main currents in this field have adhered to expressing truths and
moral values, or have they used narrative to serve expedient goals. The present
study, using a descriptive-analytical method and based on reliable sources of
the sects, firstreviewed the concepts of narration, morality,and expediency,and
then identified and compared narrative methods such as distortion, deletion,
guided interpretation, and fabrication. And then, the relationship between
purpose and means in narrative is analyzed, and the question of whether the
legitimacy of the purpose can justify the use of unethical means is examined.
The results show that power-dependent political movements have often
considered political objectivitya license to manipulate narratives, whereas the
intellectual-politicalmovement of the impeccable Imams (AS) has been based
on adherence to truth and observance of moral standards in the logic of
narrative. This study has finally explored and analyzed, in a comparative
manner, the consequences of these two logics for the collective memory of
Muslims and the production of religious knowledge.
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1. cognitive warfare
2. The War of Narratives
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