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Traditional Turkish drama or 7emasa (aka Spectacle) was
integral to the social life of the Ottoman people. These plays
were performed by stock characters in the open air, without a
written text, and were mainly structured around a primary plot,
with abstract, minimal set decoration. However, the newly
introduced Western drama in the 19th century was equal to the
performance of Aristotelian texts on the stage of a theatre hall.
This dramatic transformation depicts a journey from performing
conventionsto the theatrical rules and from the realm of diegesis
to mimesis. This study aims to trace traditional theatre in
Turkish modern drama during three historical eras, including
Tanzimat, Constitutional, and the Republic, from its inception
to the end of its first period in 1940. Through narratological
analysis of the case studies of The Wedding of the Poet (aka Sair
Evlenmesi) by Ibrahim Sinasi (1859), The Lord of Istanbul
(Istanbul Efendi) by Musahipzade Celal (1913), and 4 Guest
Came... (aka Bir Misafir Geldi...) by Celaleddin Ezine (1939),
it can be said that although Turkish modern theatre initially had
a familiar relationship with the traditional theatre, dramatic
literature gradually distanced itself from diegetic narrative
discourse and ultimately formed a mimetic structure
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